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Abstract

This research aimed to 1) examine the people in Chiang Mai province’s reading states and
problems, and the need for reading habit promotion by community book houses; 2) investigate guidelines
for developing the community book houses for encouraging reading habits among the people in Chiang
Mai province and; 3) propose a model of the community book houses for promoting reading habits
among people in Chiang Mai province. The samples consisted of 1) 420 people living in Chiang Mai
province selected by using a simple random sampling, 15 owners of the community book house, 24
personnel of the Office of the Non-Formal and Informal Education selected by using a purposive
sampling; 2) 10 senior experts selected by using a purposive sampling. The research tools were
questionnaires and guidelines for focus group discussion. Statistics employed for analyzing data were
frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, and content analysis. The research results revealed as
followed. 1) The people had moderate interest in reading. The libraries located far away from the
community and costly books. The need to promote reading habits was found at a high level. 2) The
guidelines to develop the community book houses, the implementation plans should be conducted. In
addition, persons in charge should be assigned activities and variety media and encouranging community
to participation. 3) The community book houses model proposed 5 components: administration; activities
and media; supervision; monitoring and evaluation; locations and services; and the participation of

communities and networks.

Keywords: Model, Community book houses, Reading habit promotion, People, Chiang Mai province
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